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 1.. Do EACH of the following: 

 a. Explain to your counselor what the words genealogy, ancestor, and descendant mean. 

Genealogy:  

 

 

 

 

 

Ancestor:  

 

 

 

 

 

Descendant:  
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 b. Explain what a family tree is and what information would be kept there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 c. Explain what a family group record is and what information would be kept there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2. Do ONE of the following: 

 a. Do a time line for yourself or for a relative.   

 



Name:Name: Title: Date: / /
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Then write a short biography based on that time line. 
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 b. Keep a journal for 6 weeks.  You must write in it at least once a week. 

 3. With your parent's help, choose a relative or a family acquaintance you can interview in person, by telephone, or by e-
mail or letter.  Record the information you collect so you do not forget it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4. Do EACH of the following: 

 a. Name three types of physical genealogical resources and where you can find them, and explain how these 
resources can help you chart your family tree. 

Resource .type 1:  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 

Resource .type 2.  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 

Resource .type 3.  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 



Family History Interview 
 

Interviewee’s Name: _____________________________________________________ Date:_________________ 

1. Where did you live when you were growing up? 

 

 

2. How did your family come to live there? 

 

 

3. Were there other family members in the area? 

 

 

 

4. Who were they, and what were their names? 

 

 

 

5. What was your family's religion? 

 

6. What church, temple, synagogue, mosque, etc., if any, did you atend? 
 

 

7. What kinds of family tradi�ons did you have? 
a. Holidays 

 

 

b. Birthdays 

 

 

c. Family dinners/tradi�onal foods & recipes 

 

 

 



Family History Interview 
 

8. What older rela�ves do you remember, and what do you remember about them? 
a. Nicknames? 

 

 

b. Where they lived? 

 

 

c. Any tradi�ons associated with them? 
 

 

9. What family stories have you heard about your parents? 

 

 

 

10. What family stories have you heard about your grandparents?  

 

 

 

11. What family stories have you heard about more distant rela�ves? 

 

 

 

12. What stories have you heard about your family members' origins and their immigra�on to America? 

 

 

 

13. What is the history of your family surname? In par�cular, what do you know about changes in spelling 
and underlying reasons? 

 

 

 



Family History Interview 
 

14. Is there a naming tradi�on in your family? (Example: giving the firstborn son the name of his father or 
grandfather) 

 

 

15. Has your family passed down any special heirlooms, Bibles, photos or other memorabilia, including 
scrapbooks or newspaper clippings? 

 

 

16. What values do your family find most important? For example, does your family tend to strongly value 
educa�on, faith, work ethic, patrio�sm, etc.? 

 

 

 

17. INTERVIEWER - Please record any other observa�ons or notes about the interviewee below: 
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 b. Name three types of digital genealogical resources and where you can find them, and explain how these resources 
can help you chart your family tree. 

Resource .type 1:  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 

Resource .type 2.  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 

Resource .type 3.  Where to find them:  

 

 

 

 

 

 c. Obtain at least one genealogical document that supports an event that is or can be recorded on your pedigree chart 
or family group record. 

What document?  What Evdent?  

 

 

 

 

 

 d. Tell how you found it and how you would evaluate the genealogical information you found for requirement 4c. 
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 e. Tell a likely place to find these type of genealogical records: marriage record, census record, birth record, and burial 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5. Contact ONE of the following individuals or institutions. Ask what genealogical services, records, or activities this 
individual or institution provides, and report the results: 

 a. A genealogical or lineage society 

 b. A professional genealogist (someone who gets paid for doing genealogical research) 

 c. A surname organization, such as your family's organization 

 d. A genealogical education facility or institution. 

 e. A genealogical record repository of any type (courthouse, genealogical library, state or national archive, state library, 
etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6. Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at least two additional generations.  You may complete this 
requirement by using the chart provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program of 
your choice.  (See the sample Pedigree Chart at the end of this workbook) 

 7. Complete a family group record form, listing yourself and your brothers and sisters as the children.  On another family 
group record form, show one of your parents and his or her brothers and sisters as the children.  This requirement may 
be completed using the chart provided or the genealogy software program of your choice.   
(See the sample Family Group Record Charts at the end of this workbook) 

 8. Do the following: 

 a. Explain the effect computers and the Internet are having on the world of genealogy. 
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 b. Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c. Explain how record indexing works and how that has influenced genealogy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9. Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of 
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088). Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from 

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf. 
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf. 
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Me 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  

 
 

My Father; 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

His Father:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

His Mother:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

My Mother: 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

Her Father:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

Her Mother:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 



Family Group Chart Scout's Name: ________________________ 

Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook Page 9 of 10 

Husband’s Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Wife’s Maiden Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth) 
 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

Notes: 
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Husband’s Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Wife’s Maiden Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth) 
 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

Notes: 
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 b. Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c. Explain how record indexing works and how that has influenced genealogy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9. Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of 
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088). Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from 

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf. 
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf. 
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Me 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  

 
 

My Father; 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

His Father:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

His Mother:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

My Mother: 

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

Her Father:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
 

Her Mother:  

Name:  

Born:  

Place:  

Married:  

Place:  

Died:  

Place:  
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Husband’s Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Wife’s Maiden Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth) 
 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

Notes: 
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Husband’s Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Wife’s Maiden Name  
 Birth Date   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Father’s Name   Mother’s Name  

 Other info 

 Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth) 
 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

 Name    Male/Female  

 Birth Date   Place  

 Married   Place  

 Died   Place  

 Spouse’s Name   Male/Female  

Notes: 
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